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Re Item III 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

Claim 16 was not examined because it does not comply with rule 6.2 a POT. 
Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Reference is made to the following document: 
D1: US-A-61 36776 

2. The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of 
claim 1 and shows (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

a water-soluble package comprising 55 wt-% to 75 wt-% of a quaternary ammonium 
compound having germicidal properties, a nonionic surfactant an organic solvent and 
less than 10 % water (see claim 1, example 15). 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known D1 in a significantly lower amount 
of cationic surfactant. Thus the subject-matter of claim 1 is novel (Article 33 (2) PCT). 

3. The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as to provide an 
altemative water-soluble package comprising a disinfectant concentrate. 

This is achieved by the subject-matter of present claim 1 . 
The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reasons: 
The cited prior art does not lead a skilled artisan to apply lower amounts of cationic 
surfactants in water-soluble packages in order to solve the problem as put forward in 
the underlying application. 

Claims 2-15 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of the 
PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
The same applies for independent claims 17 and 18. 

4. Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the document D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor is this document 
identified therein. 
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Claims: 

1. A walCT soluble contains containing a compositioxi compiisang: 

(a) 0.01 to ZO%wt of at least on© cationic suifactaot having gennicidal prop^xties; 
5 (b) at least one non-iojric surfactant; 

(c) .at least one orgajoip solvent having a soluWUtjr in water of at least 4%wt; 

(d) optionally, at least one alfcanolaminc; 

(e) optionally, at least one polyethylaie glycol; and 

(f) optionally, up to aLbout 10% wL of one or more conventional additives selected 
10 fiom coloring agents, fiagrances and ftagrance solnbilizer^ viscosity modifidng agents. 

other surfectants, oilier antumcrobial/gCTnicidal agents^ pH adjusting agents and pH 
bufFeis including organic and inorganic salts, optical hiighteners, opac^feiing agents, 
hydiotropes, antifoaniing agents, enzymes, anti-spotting agents, anti-pxidants, 
preservatives, and anti-cotiosion agents; ^ 
1 5 wherein said composition ccmtams no more than 20%wt- water 

2. The container according to claim 1 which comprises a thcrmofonned or injection 
molded water soluble polymer. 

3. The container according to clam 2 wherdn the water soliA^ 
poly(vinyl alcohol). 

20 4- The container according to claim 1 wherein the concentrate composition 
necessarily comprises (d) at least one alkanolaminc. 

5. The container according to claim 1 wherein the concentiate composition 
necessarily comprises (e) at least one polyethylene glycol. 

6. The container according to claim 1 wherein the concentrate composition 

25 necessarily comprises both (d) at least one alkanolamine and (e) at least one polyethylene 
glycol. 

7. The container according to claim 1 wherein (b) at least one non-ionic surfectant is 
present in an amount of from about 0,01 to about 40 percent by weight 

8. The container according to claim 1 whereiin (c) at least one organic solvent is 
30 present in an amount of fiom about 5 to about 97 percent by weight. 
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9. The container according to claim 4 wherein the (d) at least one alkaaolamine is 
present in an amount of iioni about 0.01 to about 15 percent by weight. 

1 0. The container according to claim 6 wherein the (d) at least one alkanolamine is 
present in an amount of £rom about 0.01 to about IS percent by weight. 

1 1 . The container according to claim 5 wheron the (e) at least one polyethylene 



gflycol is present in an amount of Scorn about 2 to about 75 percent by >veight 

12. The container according to claim 6 wher^ the (e) at least one polycihylene 
glycol is i^resent in an amount of fiom about 2 to about 75 percent by weight. 

13. The container according to claim 1 wherein the concentrate compositibn contains 
10 no more ^anl5%wt water. 

14. The container according to claim 1 wherein the concentrate composition contains 
no more than 3%wt water, 

1 5. The container according to claim 1 wheran ttie concentrate conqposjtion contains 
no more tiian l%wt water. 

15 16, The water soluble containers of the present invention substantial]^ as described 
with reference to the Examples. / 

17. A method of preparing a dilute treatment composition comprising placing a water 
soluble container containing a composition comprising: 
20 (a) 0.01 to 20%wL of at least one cationic surfactant having germicidal properties; 



(b) at least one non-ionic surfactant; 

(c) at least one organic solvent having a solubilily in water of at least 4%TVt; 

(d) optionally, at least one alkanolamine; 

(e) optionally, at least one polyetliylene glycol; and 



25 



(f) optionally, up to about 10% wt. of one or more conventional additives selected 
from coloring agents, fragrances and fragrance solubilizers^ viscosity modifying agents, 
other surfactants, other antimicFobial/g^micidal agents, pH acljusting agents and pH 
buffers including organic and inorganic salts, optica] brighteners, opacifying agents, 
hydrotropes, antifoaimng agents, enzymes, anti-spotting ag^ts, anti-bxidants, 
preservatives, and anti-corrosion agents; 
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wherein said compositton contains no more than 20%^ water into an amount of 
water witliin a container, and allowing the container to dissolve. 

18. .A process fcr treating a hard surface wherein the piesence of undesixed 
midoorganisms e.g, gram positive patiiogenic bacteria such as StapkylacQccm aurms^ 
aaxd/oT gram negative patho^nic bacteria such as Sabnonella choleraesuis and/or 
Pseudomonas aeru^nosct^ are suspected, conqizisiiig the process steps of: 

placing a wat<^ soluble container containis^ a conqiosition comprising: 

<a) 0,01 to 20%wt. of at least one cadonic suz&ctaot having germicidal properties; 

(b) at least one non-ionic surfectant; 

(c) at least one organic solvent having a sohibiliiy in wat^ of at |feast 4%wt; 

(d) qptionally; at least one alfcanolaminc; 

(©) optiozially, at least one polyethylene glycol; ^d « 
(f) optionally,, up to about 10% wt. of one ormore convendpnal additives selected 
flom coloring agents, fiagrances and fiagrance solubilizers, viscosity modifying agents, 
other surfactants, other aniimicrohial/germicldal agents, pH adjpdng agents and pH 
buffers including organic and inorganic salts, optical brighteners, opaciifying agents, 
hydrotropes, antiibaniing agents, enzymes, anti-spotting agents, anli-oxidants, 
preservatives, and anti-coxrosion agrats; 

wherein said conq>ositxon contains no more than 20%wt water into a quantity of 

water; 

allowing the water soltible contain^ to dissolve in the watw to form a dilute 
treatment composition; 

and, flying an effective amount of tihe diluted treatment composition to the 
suxfece in need of treatment in order to provide sanitizing or dismfecting efifect thereto. 
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